RICHELIEU
It was against these that Richelieu directed his earliest
efforts.
Kept duly apprised of what was afoot by the remark-
able intelligence service which he had organized in
France and abroad, the Cardinal never hesitated to
make an example of the culprit, no matter what his rank,
for he had made it clear to the King that leniency would
completely nullify the measures he had introduced with
the object of strengthening the royal authority and in-
creasing the country's prestige.
He was no less ruthless with the instigators of civil war,
but, if he punished with a heavy hand, it was to make
men understand that a change had taken place in France,
and that high lineage was no longer a guarantee that
dangerous games could be played with the impunity his
predecessors had hitherto accorded them.
It is necessary to bear this in mind if we wish to ap-
preciate the underlying motives of his domestic policy
and to justify the means he adopted to secure its success.
His most famous 'victims', Ghalais, Montmorency,
Cinq-Mars, de Thou, were just ordinary traitors. Because
intrepid amazons and lovely dames were involved in
their intrigues, they have long been enveloped in a per-
fumed aureole of adventure and romance. The plain
truth is they were mere political criminals.
The principal, and almost sole, object of the successive
execution of these men was to make it clear to the great
ones of the land who had been stirring up trouble ever
since the death of Henri IV, that the time had come
to obey, and that if they did not, their heads would be
in jeopardy.
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